North  Carolina  State  Library 
Raleigh 


N.  c 


PRE  Pi^BPyj^T oi    C  HANGE 

THE   POPULATION   ^>F 
THE  ALBEMARLE  ARIA 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2010  with  funding  from 

University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill 


http://www.archive.org/details/preparingforchanOOnort 


Weigh 


\  «« 

P  R  E  P  A^l  Vg  «  F  OIT  C  H  aV»  G  E 

THE   POPULATION  ^>F 
THE  ALBEiVtARLEJ^A 


FOREWORD 

The  Ten  County  Albemarle  Area  contracted  with  the  Division 
of  Community  Planning  of  the  Department  of  Conservation  and 
Development  in  November  of  1964  for  assistance  in  preparing  a 
land  development  plan.   In  the  course  of  the  planning  effort, 
it  was  decided  that  the  work  could  be  facilitated  by  preparing 
a  series  of  background  studies  which  would  provide  information 
for  the  formulation  of  the  land  development  plan. 

This  study,  Preparing  For  Change  -  The  Population  of  the 
Albemarle  Area ,  is  the  first  in  the  series,   Other  background 
studies  will  focus  on  natural  resources,  fisheries,  forestry, 
agriculture,  and  recreation.   The  studies  are  very  important 
elements  in  the  planning  process  for  they  provide  the  data  and 
analyses  upon  which  the  plan  shall  be  based.   These  studies, 
along  with  the  planning  goals  and  objectives  formulated  by  the 
planning  commission,  will  largely  determine  the  framework  and 
content  of  the  plan,   The  final  report  will  be  the  general 
development  plan  which  will  contain  a  summation  of  the  findings 
and  recommendations  of  the  background  studies,  an  overview  of 
area  community  facilities,  and  a  presentation  of  the  land 
development  plan  and  the  thoroughfare  plan. 

Members  of  the  Albemarle  Area  Planning  Commission,  which 
is  made  up  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Albemarle  Area 
Development  Association  and  one  appointee  from  each  county,  have 
devoted  a  great  amount  of  time  and  energy  toward  making  this 
planning  program  a  success.   The  boards  of  county  commissioners 
in  the  various  counties  have  appropriated  the  money  which  has 
made  the  program  possible  and  have  contributed  their  interest 
and  encouragement  to  it, 

The  planning  effort  in  the  Albemarle  Area  is  unique  in 
North  Carolina  and  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  United  States 
If  the  program  is  continued  into  the  years  ahead,  the.  area  will 
become  recognized  widely  as  a  pioneer  in  adapting  and  utilizing 
planning  as  a  tool  to  conserve  and  properly  develop  natural 
resources,  to  ensure  good  land  development  practices,  to 
encourage  fuller  development  of  human  resources,  to  stimulate 
the  economy,  and  to  create  a  more  desirable  living  environment 
in  a  predominately  rural  area  of  great  natural  beauty. 
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INTRODUCTION 

A  detailed  analysis  of  the  population  of  the  Albemarle  Area 
is  a  necessary  element  in  its  comprehensive  planning  since  the 
area,  in  the  final  analysis,  is  itself  a  reflection  of  the  people 
who  dwell  therein.   Before  effective  planning  can  ensue,  the 
question  of  who,  how  many,  and  where  they  reside,  must  be  answered; 
Thus,  the  purpose  of  this  chapter  is  to  assess  the  structure  of 
the  existing  population  of  the  Albemarle  Area,  to  project  it  into 
the  future,  and  to  compare  it  with  state  and  national  trends<> 
Projections  of  population  data  to  1976  and  1986  are  presented  on 
the  basis  of  past  trends  through  1965,  the  date  of  the  most  recent 
comparative  U0  S .  Census  data.   The  projections  are  shown  to 
indicate  the  probable  direction  of  future  population  growth  if 
past  trends  continue  unchanged*,   They  do  not  attempt  to  predict 
the  future  of  the  area,  since  the  future  is  in  large  part  depen- 
dent upon  actions  taken  by  the  area's  citizens.   Local  attitudes, 
such  as  community  pride,  devotion  to  public  interests,  and  a 
willingness  to  change  outmoded  traditions  can  contribute  greatly 
to  the  progress iveness  of  the  area  in  years  to  come.   It  is  hoped 
that  the  information  presented  here,  primarily  for  the  p-urpose 
of  comprehensive  planning,  may  also  be  of  value  to  the  citizens 
of  the  Albemarle  Area  in  making  necessary  decisions  in  plotting 
the  future  of  other  endeavors. 

Sources  for  the  data  used  in  this  chapter  include  the 
U0  S0  Bureau  of  the  Census,  the  North  Carolina  Agriculture 
Extension  Services,  and  various  other  state  and  local  agencies. 
Some  of  the  projections  used  in  this  chapter  are  from  a  Division 
of  Community  Planning  report  titled  Population  Projections  for, 
North  Carolina  Counties  by  Dr0  C0  Horace  Hamilton  of  North  Caro- 
lina State  University  and  Josef  Ha  Perry  of  the  Division  of 
Community  Planning,  dated  October  1963, 


POPULATION  GROWTH  OF  THE  AREA 

The  population  growth  of  the  Albemarle  Area  dates  from  1585, 
when  the  first  English  settlement  in  America,  "the  cittie  of 
Raleigh,"  was  established  on  Roanoke  Island,  a  small  parcel  of 
land  located  between  the  mainland  and  the  outer  banks*   Although 
this  attempt  at  colonization  failed,  permanent  residence  was 
later  established  in  the  northern  half  of  the  area  by  the  late 
1650Ts,  and  settlement  has  been  continuous  since  that  time. 

By  the  year  1860,  just  before  the  Civil  War,  the  population 
of  the  Albemarle  Area  had  reached  a  total  of  63,254,,   However, 
during  the  ten  year  period,  ending  in  1870,  the  population 
declined  to  60,654  as  a  result  of  the  Civil  War»   During  the 
following  decade,  between  1870  and  1880,  the  population  of  the 
area  rose  again  to  surpass  the  1860  figure0   Census  records 
show  that  70,863  people  now  lived  in  the  area,  a  gain  of  about 
22  percent.   In  no  decade  since  has  the  area's  population  growth 
rate  exceeded  ten  percento 

In  the  years  between  1880  and  1910  the  area  grew  steadily, 
averaging  about  an  eight  percent  increase  in  population  each 
decade.   By  1910  the  number  of  inhabitants  had  reached  92,800o 
However,  the  area  has  grown  very  little  since  that  time;  the 
1960  census  listed  the  composite  area  as  having  97,698  residents, 
an  increase  of  only  four  percent  over  a  period  of  fifty  years0 

The  population  projections  based  on  these  statistics 
indicate  that  there  are  some  economic  problems  within  the  region^ 
In  the  past  the  area  has  been  able,  more  or  less,  to  hold  its 
population  level  on  a  constant  plateau.   It  is  probable  that 
the  area  will  experience  only  very  modest  population  gains  over 
the  next  20  years.   Although  past  trends  seem  to  indicate  a 
future  decrease  in  population,  a  number  of  factors  are  acting 
to  counter  these  trends*   Among  these  are  the  growth  of  the 
Norfolk  Metropolitan  Area,  the  expansion  of  water  oriented 
commercial  and  residential  development,  the  increase  of  indus- 
trialization, the  improvement  of  transportation  and  access,  and 
the  growth  of  key  towns. 


Graph  1  and  Table  1,  in  the  following,  show  the  actual 

statistics  and  trends.   The  percentage  of  growth  in  the  area  is 

expressed  in  percentage  increase  or  decrease  for  each  decade 
from  1860  to  1986, 

TABLE  1  -  ALBEMARLE  REGION  POPULATION  GROWTH;   1860  to  1986 

Population  Percent  Growth 

(by  decade) 


-  4.1 
+21,8 
+  6,9 
+  9,0 
+  7.8 
+  .4 
+  2.1 
+  1.7 
+  1.7 
+   .1 

-  ,1 
+  1.6 
+  4.8 


*Projections  prepared  by  The  Division  of  Community 
Planning. 


1860 

63,254 

1870 

60,654 

1880 

73,863 

1890 

78,970 

1900 

86,048 

1910 

92,800 

1920 

92,422 

1930 

94,334 

1940 

95,902 

1950 

97,580 

1960 

97,698 

1966* 

97,596 

1976* 

99,  192 

1986* 

103,911 

The  Albemarle  Area  Is  not  growing  in  population  at  a  rate 
which  can  be  termed  comparable  to  that  of  the  surrounding  region, 
the  state,  or  the  nation.   The  area's  loss  of  population  due  to 
out-migration  has  been  almost  equal  to  its  natural  increase, 
the  gain  in  population  usually  expected  from  a  surplus  of  births 
over  deaths.   Most  of  the  persons  moving  out  of  the  area  are  in 
the  most  productive  age  groups,  between  20  and  45  years  old.   As 
a  result  the  area's  dependent  population,  the  youth  and  the 
elderly,  are  increasing  proportionately. 

Table  2  further  emphasizes  the  loss  of  population  within 
the  Albemarle  Area  by  expressing  the  total  population  of  the 
area  as  a  percentage  of  the  total  population  within  Eastern 
North  Carolina*  and  within  the  state  as  a  whole,, 


*Map  1  shows  the  location  of  the  Albemarle  Area  and 
North  Carolina. 


TABLE    2    -    POPULATION   OF   NORTH   CAROLINA,    EASTERN   NORTH   CAROLINA 
AND  THE  ALBEMARLE  AREA    1880  TO    I960 


Census 

Albemar 

■le 

Ar^a 

Year 

North  Carolina 

Eastern  N.  C. 

Albemarle  Area 

%  of  N.C. 

1 

of  E.N.C. 

1880 

1,399,750 

565,845 

73,863 

5.3 

13.1 

1890 

1,617,947 

620,239 

78,863 

4.9 

12.7 

1900 

1,893,810 

718,349 

86,048 

4.5 

12.0 

1910 

2,206,287 

843,553 

92,800 

4.2 

11.0 

1920 

2,559,123 

961,228 

92,422 

3.6 

9.6 

1930 

3,170,276 

1,118,064 

94,334 

3.0 

8.4 

1940 

3,571,623 

1,236,435 

95,902 

2.7 

7.8 

1950 

4,061,929 

1,401,860 

97,580 

2.4 

7.0 

1960 

4,556,155 

1,550,818 

97,698 

2.1 

6.3 

The    Albemarle    Area,     in    1880,     contained    5.3    percent    of    the 
State's    population,    and    it    contained    13,1    percent    of    the    total 
population    within    Eastern    North    Carolina.       In    1960    the    area    had 
obviously    slipped    in    its    relative    population    standing    since    it 
had    only    2.1    percent    of    the    State's    total    population    and    only 
6,3    percent    of    the    total    in    Eastern    North    Carolina. 


MAP  I 
REGIONAL    LOCATION 


NORTH  CAROLINA 


EASTERN  NORTH  CAROLINA 
ALBEMARLE  AREA 


POPULATION  CHANGE  WITHIN  THE  ALBEMARLE  AREA 

Fluctuations  In  population  are  nonah   It  is  normal  for 
rural  areas  to  lose  population  to  urban  complexes.   People  leave 
rural  areas  because  of  mechanization  of  agriculture   and  con- 
solidation of  farms  has  reduced  the  need  for  farm  laborers  and 
small  farm  operatorso   People  move  to  an  urban  setting  to  take 
advantage  of  increased  job  opportunities,  higher  wages,  better 
housing,  good  public  facilities  and  housing,  and  more  sports  and 
cultural  attractions,,   Individual  counties  within  the  Albemarle 
Area  have  experienced  both  losses  and  gains  in  population  since 
1940»   Some  of  the  more  rural  sections  have  lost  residents  to 
the  growing  urban  placeso   Table  3  illustrates  the  population 
changes,  by  county,  from  1940  to  1960,  and  indicates  the  pro- 
jected total  in  1966o 


TABLE   3    -    POPULATION   CHANGE   BY  COUNTY 
1940   -    1966 


1950         %  <Thange  i960         %  Chan8e  1966         7»  ch™& 

1940-50  1950-60  1960-66 


Camden 

5,440 

5,223 

-  4.0 

5,598 

+  7.2 

5,407* 

-  3.4 

Chowan 

11,572 

12,540 

+  7.7 

11,729 

-  6.5 

11,504 

-  1.9 

Currituck 

6,709 

6.20L 

-  7.6 

6,601 

+  6.5 

6,821 

+  3.3 

Dare 

6,041 

5,405 

-10.5 

5,935 

+  9.8 

6,219 

+  4.8 

Gates 

10,060 

9,555 

-  5.0 

9,254 

-  3.2 

8,932 

-  3.5 

Hyde 

7,860 

6,479 

-17.6 

5,765 

-11.0 

5,456* 

-  5.4 

Pasquotank 

20,568 

24,347 

+  18.4 

25,630 

+  5.3 

26,445 

+  3.2 

Perquimans 

9,773 

9,602 

-  1.7 

9,178 

-  4.4 

8,675* 

-  5.5 

Tyrrell 

5,556 

5,048 

-  9.1 

4,520 

-10.5 

4,200 

-  7.1 

Washington 

12,323 

13,180 

+  7.0 

13,488 

+  2.3 

13,937* 

+  3.3 

Albemarle 
Area 

95,902 

97,580 

+  1.7 

97,698 

+  0.1 

97,596 

-  0.1 

*Actual   population  figures   taken  from  U.   S.    Census  data.      Other  figures 
arie   projections. 


Five    counties    in    the    Albemarle    Area    -    Chowan,    Currituck, 
Dare,     Pasquotank,    and    Washington    -    are    expected    to    increase    in 
population    during    the    next    20    years    (see    Graph    2).       Pasquotank 
County    has    experienced    the    most    rapid    rate    of    growth    of    any 
county    in    the    area    in    recent    years    and    it    may    be    compared    favor- 
ably   with    the    growth    rates    of    the    state,    Eastern    North    Carolina, 
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and  the  nation  (see  Graph  1)0   Washington  County  has  grown  in 
population  at  a  slow  but  steady  pace  since  1940<>   The  growth 
rates  of  Currituck  and  Dare  Counties  has  been  irregular  in  the 
paste   However,  new  highways  and  the  construction  of  four  new 
multi-million  dollar  bridges  have  opened  up  these  counties  and 
made  them  highly  attractive  tourist  and  recreation  centers^ 
Both  Currituck  and  Dare  are  expected  to  have  large  population 
increases  in  the  next  20  years.   Chowan  County  has  suffered  what 
is  expected  to  be  a  temporary  decline  in  population.   The  county 
is  expected  to  have  a  modest  increase  in  population  over  the  next 
20  years  because  of  the  several  new  industries  which  have,  moved 
into  Edenton<> 

Of  the  five  remaining  counties,  Tyrrell  and  Hyde  are 
expected  to  have  the  greatest  loss  of  population  in  the  20  year 
periodo   Both  counties  are  in  isolated  locations,  have  no 
significant  urban  development  close  by,  and  depend  heavily  on 
agriculture  and  forest  industries,,   The  other  counties  expected 
to  show  long  term  declines  -  Gates,  Perquimans,  and  Camden  - 
contain  no  urban  development,  except  for  the  town  of  Hertford 
in  Perquimans  County0   A  large  proportion  of  the  population  in 
each  county  is  rural  farm,  a  category  that  has  shown  a  consistent 
decline  for  many  years. 

Table  4  shows  the  population  projections  by  county  for  the 
area  from  1966  to  1986Q  The  following  assumptions  were  used  in 
preparing  these  projections: 

lo   That  the  proximity  of  the  Norfolk  Metropolitan  Area 

would  cause  spill  over  in  Currituck, 
2o       That  the  seashore  and  the  outer  banks  would  continue 
to  attract  tourists  in  the  future  at  a  rate  equal  to 
that  experienced  with  the  opening  of  new  bridges 
and  the  establishment  of  Cape  Hatteras  National 
Seashore  o 
30   That  the  population  of  Chowan,  Pasquotank,  and  Wash- 
ington Counties  would  be  increased  by  the  growth  of 


Edenton,  Elizabeth  City,  and  Plymouth.   The  population 
growth  of  these  towns  is  expected  to  exceed  the  loss 
anticipated  in  the  rural  areas. 

That  the  more  isolated  rural  counties  would  continue 
to  lose  population  at  a  rate  equal  to  that  experienced 
since  1940  until  1976.   After  that  time  the  population 
is  expected  to  begin  to  stabilize  as  the  rural  farm 
population  approaches  ten  percent  of  the  total  popula- 
tion. 


TABLE  4 

-  ALBEMARLE 

AREA  POPULATION 

PROJECTIONS 

-  1966  -  1986 

County 

1966 

1976 

Percent 

Change 

1966-76 

1986 

Percent 

Change 

1976-86 

Camden 

5,407 

5,184 

-  4.1 

5,060 

-  2.4 

Chowan 

11,504 

11,626 

+  1.1 

12,162 

+  4.6 

Currituck 

6,821 

7,382 

+  8.2 

8,579 

+  16.2 

Dare 

6,219 

6,782 

+  9.1 

7,460 

+  10.0 

Gates 

8,932 

8,404 

-  5.9 

7,948 

-  5.4 

Hyde 

5,456 

4,931 

-  9.6 

4,579 

-  7.1 

Pasquotank 

26,445 

28,607 

+  8.2 

32,359 

+  13.1 

Perquimans 

8,675 

7,834 

-  9.7 

7,276 

-  7.1 

Tyrrell 

4,200 

3,700 

-11.9 

3,404 

-  8.0 

Washington 

13,937 

14,742 

+  5.8 

15,536 

+  5.4 

ALBEMARLE   AREA 


97,596 


99,192 


1.6 


103,911 


4.8 
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Elizabeth  City  and  Plymouth  experienced  the  greatest  amount 
of  population  change  within  the  Albemarle  Area  during  the  period 
1940  to  1960  (see  Map  2).   Elizabeth  City  increased  in  population 
by  20  percent.   The  surburbs  of  Elizabeth  City  also  increased 
considerably.   The  combination  of  the  growth  of  the  city  and 
its  suburbs  caused  the  total  population  of  Pasquotank  County  to 
increase  by  25  percent  from  1940  to  1960.   The  Town  of  Plymouth 
almost  doubled  its  population  in  the  same  period,  since  it 
increased  in  population  by  90  percent.   In  spite  of  Plymouth's 
growth,  Washington  County  lost  population  at  such  a  rate  that  the 
resultant  increase  in  total  population  in  the  county  between  1940 
and  1960  was  only  nine  percent. 

The  urbanizing  localities  in  the  Albemarle  Area  are  growing 
at  a  rate  comparable  to  that  of  Eastern  North  Carolina  and  the 
state  as  a  whole.   The  rural  sections  of  the  area  are  undergoing 
a  marked  decline  in  population,  primarily  because  of  the  heavy 
reliance  on  agriculture,  which  is  undergoing  drastic  changes. 
Since  the  area  has  been  relatively  isolated  in  the  state  and 
has  a  large  number  of  small  farms,  changes  in  agriculture  until 
recently  have  been  experienced  at  a  slower  rate  than  in  some 
other  rural  regions.   As  a  result  of  the  population  growth  in 
the  urban  places  and  loss  in  the  rural  sections,  the  total 
population  for  the  Albemarle  Area  is  remaining  relatively  static, 
showing  only  a  two  percent  increase  during  the  period  from 
1940  to  1960. 

Table  5  illustrates  by  county  the  reason  for  the  static 
situation  of  the  area.   The  natural  increase,  which  is  the 
number  of  births  minus  the  number  of  deaths,  is  barely  compen- 
sating for  the  net  out-migration  of  the  area.   During  the  last 
decade  the  area  lost  16,275  persons,  and  during  the  previous 
decade  it  lost  14,822.   In  other  words,  the  Albemarle  Area  has 
lost  a  total  of  31,097  people  during  the  20  years  from  1940  to 
1960  due  to  net  out-migration. 
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ERRATA  SHEET 


PREPARING  FOR  CHANGE 
THE   POPULATION  OF 
THE  AL3EMARLE  AREA 


Legend  on  Map  2,  Page  12,  ALBEMARLE  AREA  POPULATION 
CHANGE  1940-1960,  is  in  error.   The  green  dot  denotes  a 
gain  of  25  people;  and  the  orange  circle  denotes  a  loss 
of  25  people. 


TABLE   5    -    NET  MIGRATION  FOR    10-COUNTY  ALBEMARLE  AREA  -    1950-1960 

1950  Natural   Increase       Expected  Actual              Net 

County  (Births  minus                 1960  1960         Migration* 

v'                       deaths)                     Pop.  Pop.          1950-1960 


Camden  County 

5,223 

935 

6,158 

5,598 

560 

Chowan  County 

12,540 

2,205 

14,745 

11,729 

-  3,016 

Currituck  County 

6,201 

818 

7,019 

6,601 

418 

Dare  County 

5,405 

750 

6,155 

5,935 

220 

Cates  County 

9,555 

1,378 

10,933 

9,254 

-  1,679 

Kyde  County 

6,479 

788 

7,267 

5,765 

-  1,502 

Pasquotank  County 

24,347 

4,603 

28,950 

25,630 

-  3,320 

Perquimans  County 

9,602 

1,543 

1 1 , 145 

9,178 

-  1,967 

Tyrrell  County 

5,048 

651 

5,699 

4,520 

-  1,179 

Washington  County 

13,180 

2,722 

15,902 

13,488 

-  2,414 

TOTAL   FOR  AREA  97,580  16,393  113,973  97,698  -16,275 


*Net  Migration    is    the  difference  between   the  number  of   people  who  move 
.nto  an  area    (migrate)    and    those  who  move  out    (out-migrate). 


Graph    3    illustrates    the    change    in    net    migration    for    each    of 
the    ten    counties    and    for    the    areas    as    a    whole    from    1920    to    I960. 
The    Albemarle    Area    has    experienced    a    heavy    out-migration    each 
decade    since    1920    except    for    the    years    between    1930    and    1940. 
The    decrease    in    out-migration    for    this    period    can    be    explained 
simply    as    the    effect    of    the    depression    years.       During    this    period 
fewer    people    were     leaving    the    rural    areas    because    of    the    lack 
of    employment    opportunities    in    urban    centers. 
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Only  Dare  and  Pasquotank  counties  increased  in  population  from 
1920  to  1960  through  net  migration  gains.   The  establishment 
and  expansion  of  Coast  Guard  facilities  in  both  counties  played 
an  important  part  in  the  gains, 

Camden  County  remained  generally  stable  with  a  net  out-migra- 
tion, and  Chowan  County  remained  stable  until  the  1950-1960  decade, 
when  its  out-migration  almost  doubled.   Much  of  the  recent  loss 
in  Chowan  can  be  attributed  to  the  closing  down  of  a  large  Naval 
Air  Facility.   Currituck  and  Dare  Counties  experienced  a  decrease 
in  out-migration  during  the  decade  from  1950  to  1960.   This  is  a 
direct  result  of  an  increased  birth  rate,  the  growing  influence 
of  the  Norfolk  Metropolitan  Area,  and  a  population  increase 
taking  place  near  Kill  Devil  Hills,  (see  Map  2).   Gates  and 
Hyde  Count ies' high  rate  of  out-migration  has  remained  constant 
throughout  the  40  year  period.   Pasquotank  County's  changes  in 
out-migration  have  been  very  unusual  since  it  had  a  very  low 
rate  from  1940  to* 1950,  but  between  1950  and  1960  out-migration 
suddenly  multiplied.   This  unusual  feature  is  easily  explained 
by  the  existence  of  military  facilities  in  the  county  during  the 
war  years  causing  the  population  of  the  county  to  increase  rapidly 
during  the  1940's  (see  Graphs  1  and  2).   However,  during  the 
1950's  these  facilities  were  classified  as  obsolete  and  closed 
down.   In  1956  the  facility  in  Weeksville  was  closed,  causing 
a  3  million  dollar  annual  payroll  loss  to  the  area.   The  loss 
of  these  facilities  resulted  in  a  rapid  population  loss  between 
1950  and  1960.   However,  the  county's  average  growth  rate  of 
the  1920's  and  1930's  was  maintained  throughout  the  1940's  and 
1950'sr  and  is  expected  to  continue  during  the  1960's, 

Perquimans,  Tyrrell,  and  Washington  Counties  have  all 
suffered  from  heavy  out-migration.   However,  the  amount  has  been 
generally  stable  with  the  exception  of  the  depression  influence 
in  the  period  from  1930  to  1940. 
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Currituck  County  has  been  heavily  influenced  by  the  Norfolk 
Metropolitan  Area,  and  Camden  County  by  the  Elizabeth  City  Area, 
The  proximity  to  growing  urban  areas  has  permitted  job  seekers 
in  these  counties  to  find  employment  and  commute  to  work  from 
their  rural  residences:, 
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TEN  COUNTY 

ALBEMARLE  AREA 


MAP   3 
ALBEMARLE    AREA    POPULATION 
DISTRIBUTION  I960 


•  DENOTES  200  PEOPLE 

BELT  ENCLOSES  50%  OF  AREA  POPULATION 


POPULATION  DISTRIBUTION  WITHIN  THE  ALBEMARLE  AREA 

In  1960,  there  were  97,698  persons  located  within  the 
Albemarle  Area.   The  population  is  presently  estimated  to  be 
97,596  for  the  year  1966.   This  is  a  net  loss  of  less  than  one 
percent  during  the  first  six  years  of  the  decade.   Map  3 
illustrates  graphically  where  the  population  was  located  in  I960, 
Since  the  overall  population  has  changed  very  little  in  number 
during  the  past  six  years,  it  is  assumed  that  a  population  dis- 
tribution map  for  1966  would  appear  essentially  the  same  as 
Map  3.   Therefore,  the  1960  map  is  used  since  it  is  considered 
more  reliable,  and  because  it  was  plotted  from  actual  statistics 
rather  than  projections. 

Map  3  indicates  that  the  Albemarle  Area's  population  is 
concentrated  in  a  "belt"  extending  from  Elizabeth  City  through 
Hertford  and  Edenton  to  Plymouth.   It  was  found  that  approxi- 
mately 47  percent  of  the  total  population  of  the  Albemarle  Area 
is  located  within  this  belt  which  consists  of  approximately  ten 
percent  of  the  total  land  area.   Of  the  53  percent  living  out- 
side this  belt  of  population,  44  percent  of  the  people  live 
south  of  the  Albemarle  Sound  on  56  percent  of  the  total  land 
area  of  the  Albemarle  Region.   The  remaining  56  percent  live 
north  of  the  Albemarle  Sound  on  44  percent  of  the  total  land 
area. 

Map  4  illustrates  the  densities  of  population  according 
to  townships.   It  may  be  seen  that  the  belt  of  population,  as 
shown  on  Map  3,  contains  densities  of  30  to  60  persons  per 
square  mile.   The  areas  around  Manteo  and  Cape  Hatteras  also 
contain  densities  of  60  persons  per  square  mile.   The  available 
supply  of  developable  land  is  being  rapidly  used  up  in  both  of 
these  coastal  localities  and  they  are  not  expected  to  expand 
greatly  in  the  future.   All  of  the  remaining  portions  of  the 
Albemarle  Area  had  densities  of  fewer  than  30  people  per  square 
mi  le  o 
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CHARACTERISTICS  OF  THE  POPULATION 
Urban-Rural  Population* 

There  are  three  classifications  used  to  determine  the  type 
of  residence  of  the  population.   The  first  is  the  urban  popula- 
tion or  those  who  live  within  incorporated  or  unincorporated 
places  of  2,500  inhabitants  or  more,   The  second  classification 
is  the  rural  nonfarm  population  or  those  who  live  on  places  of 
less  than  10  acres  from  which  sales  of  farm  products  amount  to 
less  than  $250,00  per  year,  or  those  who  pay  rent  for  the  house 
but  whose  rent  does  not  include  any  land  used  for  farming.   The 
third  classification,  rural  farm  population,  includes  all  persons 
not  classified  by  the  definitions  described  above. 

Accordingly,  the  Albemarle  Area  contained  an  urban  popula- 
tion consisting  of  24  percent  of  its  total  population.   Twenty-one 
percent  of  its  total  population  was  considered  rural-farm,  and 
55  percent  was  rural  nonfarm0   The  rural  farm  population  was 
considerably  higher  in  percentage  than  that  of  the  state  and 
the  nation. 

Graph  4  and  Table  6  illustrate  the  statistics  of  the  three 
classifications  of  population  for  each  county  and  compares  them 
with  the  percentage  statistics  of  the  state  and  the  nation.   Note 
that  Dare  County's  population  is  98  percent  rural  nonfarm, 
indicating  that  these  people  earn  their  livlihood  through 
endeavors  other  than  farmingo   Chowan,  Pasquotank,  and  Washing- 
ton Counties  are  the  only  counties  within  the  Albemarle  Area 
with  an  urban  population,  reflecting  the  belt  of  population 
shown  on  Map  3, 


*The  definitions  of  population  classification  given  in  this 
section  are  taken  from  those  used  by  the  U,  S,  Bureau  of  the 
Census , 
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TABLE  6  -  URBAN-RURAL  POPULATION  -  1960 


Area  %  Urban      %  Rural  Nonfarm       %  Rural 


Camden  County 

OoO 

Chowan  County 

38o0 

Currituck  County 

QoO 

Dare  County 

0,0 

Gates  County 

OoO 

Hyde  County 

0,0 

Pasquotank  County 

54„9 

Perquimans  County 

0o0 

Tyrrell  County 

0o0 

Washington  County 

3406 

ALBEMARLE  AREA 

23o7 

North  Carolina 

3906 

United  States 

6909 

73.1 
31,0 
81.2 
97.7 
61.6 
69.9 
37.1 
69.8 
68.1 
47.4 


55o3 
42,7 
22o6 


26, 

9 

31, 

0 

18  = 

8 

2C 

.3 

38 

,4 

30, 

,1 

8o0 

30, 

,2 

31 

,9 

18 

,0 

21 

o0 

17 

o7 

7 

05 
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URBAN    AND   RURAL   POPULATION    CHANGE 
1940-1960 
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The  area's  urban  population  has  not  grown  at  the  same  pace 
as  the  state  or  the  nationo   However,  its  rural  nonfarm  and 
rural-farm  population  changes  have  been  consistent  with  that  of 
the  state.   Generally,  the  ratio  of  rural  residents  to  the  total 
population  is  quite  high  in  the  Albemarle  Area.   At  the  same  time 
changes  are  taking  place  within  the  rural  population.   As  may  be 
seen  in  Graph  4,  the  Albemarle  Area  has  had  a  marked  shift  of 
population  from  rural-farm  to  rural  nonfarm  living,  while  at  the 
same  time  the  urban  population  has  been  increasing  very  slowly8 
Pasquotank  County  is  the  only  county  which  has  experienced  an 
increase  in  urban  population  which  is  comparable  with  the  shift 
or  increase  which  took  place  in  the  State  as  a  whole  during  the 
period  from  1950  to  1960o   The  extremely  heavy  shift  from  rural- 
farm  living  to  rural  nonfarm  living  in  Eastern  North  Carolina  is 
indicative  of  the  loss  of  employment  on  the  farms  as  a  result  of 
mechanization  and  improved  techniques  in  farming  operations0 
This  shift  of  residence  is  also  a  major  factor  in  the  out-migra- 
tion that  is  taking  place  in  the  area,  resulting  in  the  loss  of 
the  most  productive  of  the  population  because  of  a  lack  of 
nonfarm  employments 

Age.  Sex, and  Race  of  the  Population 

An  examination  of  the  age,  sex, and  race  of  the  Albemarle 
Area's  population  is  necessary  to  determine  the  labor  force, 
the  load  upon  community  facilities,  and  the  possible  future 
effects  upon  the  area0 

With  regard  to  sex  and  race,  Table  7  shows  that  the  area's 
population  characteristics  are  expected  to  remain  similar  to 
what  they  have  been  in  the  pasto   The  male  population  is  expected 
to  decrease  slightly  while  the  female  population  should  increase 
a  proportionate  amounts   This  trend  is  typical  of  the  state  and 
the  nationo   The  nonwhite  population  is  expected  to  increase  at 
a  slightly  faster  rate  than  the  white  population  during  the  next 
two  decades  ... 
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TABLE  7  -  ALBEMARLE  AREA  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  -  SEX  AND  RACE 


Total  Population 

Total  Males 

7.  Males 

Total  Females 

%  Fema  les 

Total  Nonwhite 
%  Nonwhite 


1940      1950      1960      1976*     1986* 


95,902 

97,580 

97,698 

99,192 

103,911 

48,239 

48,791 

48,263 

48,505 

50,397 

50,3 

50.0 

49.4 

48o9 

48,5 

47,663 

48,789 

49,435 

50,687 

53,514 

49,7 

50.0 

50.6 

51.1 

51,5 

39,703 

39,325 

40,302 

41,760 

44,682 

41,4 

40  o  3 

41.2 

42.1 

43,0 

*Projected  U,  S,  Census  Data, 

When  ages  are  considered,  an  entirely  different  picture  is 
formed.   Graph  5  illustrates  the  age  breakdown  of  the  population 
of  the  Albemarle  Area,  the  state,  and  the  nation  for  I960,   As 
can  be  seen,  the  Albemarle  Area  has  relatively  more  people  below 
19  years  of  age  than  the  state  or  nation.   Its  proportion  above 
60  years  of  age  is  similar  to  that  of  the  nation  and  somewhat 
larger  than  the  comparable  state  figure.   However,  the  middle 
group,  between  19  and  60  years  in  age,  is  proportionately  smaller 
than  that  of  the  state  or  nation. 

Graph  6  shows  how  the  population  composition  of  the  area 
is  changing  in  comparison  with  the  state  and  nation.   The  size 
of  the  population  pyramid  is  indicative  of  actual  population 
increases.   The  age  groups  above  60  and  below  19  year3  of  age 
are  Increasing  within  the  Albemarle  Area.   The  size  of  the  age 
group  between  20  and  59  years  of  age  is  decreasing.   For  example., 
from  1940  to  1960,  this  age  group  decreased  in  population  by 
approximately  2,000  males  and  1,020  females.   This  is  particularly 
serious  since  it  shows  a  loss  of  population  within  the  most  pro- 
ductive age  groups.   The  age  group  of  0  to  19  years  of  age 
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increased  by  620  males  and  166  females,  while  the  age  group  of 
60  years  of  age  or  over  increased  1,435  males  and  2,414  females. 
Thus,  the  productive  group  has  decreased  3,018  persons  or  6,7 
percent  in  total  population,  while  the  dependent  group  has 
increased  635  persons  or  9C3  percent  in  total  population.   With- 
in the  productive  age  group  the  loss  of  males  versus  females 
was  approximately  2  to  1,  indicating  that  the  heads  of  house- 
holds and  single  men  are  probably  unable  to  obtain  a  living  wage 
in  the  area,  or  to  obtain  employment  at  all0   Therefore,  they 
are  leaving  the  area  entirely.   This  trend  in  time  will  cut 
into  the  number  of  people  in  the  age  group  0  to  19,  because 
fewer  new  families  are  being  formed  and  a  considerable  number  of 
children  are  moving  out  of  the  area  with  their  parents.   The  age 
group  above  60  years  of  age  is  increasing  simply  because  people 
are  living  longer  today  and  because  a  few  people  have  chosen  to 
move,  to  the  area  after  retirement.   Basically,  the  area  is 
suffering  from  such  a  high  rate  of  out-migration  of  people  with- 
in the  productive  age  groups  that  the  area's  birth  rate  and  the 
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decline  in  its  death  rate  have  been  the  only  factors  which  have 
enabled  the  total  population  of  the  area  to  remain  relatively 
stable  instead  of  declining  sharply,, 

The  most  significant  change  taking  place  in  the  area  is  the 
sizeable  increase  in  the  population  above  60  years  of  age0 
Improved  and  extended  health  services  are  needed  for  these  peopl: 
As  the  numbers  in  this  group  continue  to  increase,  welfare  pro- 
grams will  have  to  be  expanded  to  meet  their  needs.   Public 
recreation  programs  and  facilities,  which  are  at  present  almost 
totally  absent  in  the  region,  are  needed  to  enrich  their  leisure 
time  „ 

The  population  under  19  years  of  age  has  been  increasing  at 
a  very  modest  rate.   In  fact,  the  load  upon  school  facilities 
in  most  of  the  counties  has  remained  more  or  less  constant  for 
many  years.   As  a  result,  the  greatest  need  in  the  area  is  not 
to  add  new  schools  to  the.  present  number.   Rather,  it  is  to 
upgrade,  replace,  or  consolidate  existing  schooho   A  whole 
range  of  recreation  areas  and  facilities  is  needed  to  serve  thi:> 
younger  population  group0   The  few  publically  supported  recrea- 
tion programs  that  do  exist  in  the  area  are  primarily  operated 
for  this  age  group,  but  much  more  needs  to  be  provided. 
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INCOME  PATTERNS  IN  THE  ALBEMARLE  AREA 
Income  Distribution 

As  would  be  expected,  the  vicinities  in  and  around  the  towns 
in  the  Albemarle  Area  tend  to  have  higher  income  averages  than 
the  rural  countryside,,   The  townships  containing  Plymouth,  Gates- 
ville,  Edenton,  Elizabeth  City,  Manteo,  Nags  Head  and  Kitty  Hawk 
all  exceed  the  area  median  income  of  $3,003  per  family,,   However, 
all  of  the  townships  in  Currituck  County,  a  predominent ly  rural 
and  rural  nonfarm  area,  and  the  township  including  Cape  Hatteras, 
also  exceed  the  area  median.   It  is  likely  that  Currituck's 
proximity  to  the  Norfolk  Metropolitan  Area  and  its  appeal  as  a 
developing  recreation  area  have  boosted  its  income  levelo   A 
total  of  14  townships  exceed  the  area's  median  income. 

However,  the  other  36  townships  of  the  total  of  50  have,  a 
median  family  income  of  less  than  $3,000  per  year«   Moreover, 
13  of  these  townships  have  a  median  income  of  less  than  $2,000 
per  year,   Low  incomes  are  the  rule,  in  the  Albemarle  Area  and 
have  served  to  depress  severely  the  level  and  style  of  living 
for  most  of  its  inhabitants,,   The  area  south  of  the  Albemarle 
Sound  ranks  below  the  area  to  the  north,   It  has  only  four  town- 
ships with  incomes  above  $3,000  and  has  nine  townships  of  the 
area's  total  of  13  with  incomes  below  $2,000,, 

Median  Family  Income. 

The  median  family  income  in  the  United  States  in  1959  was 
$5,660,  in  North  Carolina,  $3,956,  in  the  Albemarle  Area,  $3,003, 
The  following  table  shows  the  1959  income  of  families  in  the 
area,  and  the  proportion  of  the  population  earning  under  $3,000 
and  over  $10,000, 

Graph  7  shows  the  family  income  levels  of  the  rural  farm, 
rural  nonfarm,  and  urban  populations  in  the  Albemarle.  Area  and 
North  Carolina,  The  rural  nonfarm  population  of  the  area  will 
have  to  make  great  strides  to  match  state  wide  income  figures. 
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1960    FAMILY     INCOME     LEVELS 
ALBEMARLE     AREA  ,   NORTH    CAROLINA 
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TABLE  8  -  MEDIAN  FAMILY  INCOME,  ALBEMARLE  AREA  -  1959 


Median 

Under 

$10,000 

County 

Income 

$3,000 

and  Over 

Camden 

$2,792 

53.1 

2o2 

Chowan 

2,714 

55o5 

3„4 

Currituck 

3,485 

4108 

3,3 

Dare 

3,226 

46o3 

3o2 

Gates 

2,260 

60o8 

2,7 

Hyde 

1,979 

68,6 

408 

Pasquotank 

3,630 

41„3 

6*1 

Perquimans 

2,730 

62o0 

2o0 

Tyrrell 

1,927 

7U8 

2o2 

Washington 

3,495 

44o  7 

405 

ALBEMARLE  AREA 

3,003 

5101 

409 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

3,956 

3702 

609 

UNITED  STATES 

5,660 

As  can  be  seen,  the  area's  median  income  is  only  about 
three-fourths  of  the  state's  median,  and  just  a  little  above 
half  of  the  nation's  median  family  incomeo 

Perhaps  a  better  measure  of  the  effect  of  the  income 
pattern  on  individuals  In  the  area  can  be  seen  by  examining  per 
capita  incomeo   The  following  table  shows  the  1950  and  1962 
total  personal  and  per  capita  income  figures  for  the  area  and 
the  percent  of  changes  during  that  periods 
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TABLE   9    -    TOTAL  PERSONAL  AND  PER  CAPITA    INCOME 
ALBEMARLE  AREA    -    1950-1962 


County 


Total  Personal  Income 

(thousand  dollars) 
1950        1962 


% 
Change 


Per  Capita  Income  % 
1950    I960   Change 


Camden 

Chowan 

Currituck 

Dare 

Gates 

Hyde 

Pasquotank 

Perquimans 

Tyrrell 

Washington 


4,509  7,436  64.9  862  1,292  49.9 

10,289  13,083  27.2  819  1,117  36.4 

5,008  8,797  75.7  806  1,299  61.2 

4,140  7,566  82.8  765  1,233  61.2 

5,490  10,254  86.8  574  1,103  92.2 

3,121  5,892  88.8  481  1,040  116.2 

24,887  41,913  68.4  1,020  1,592  56.1 

5,603  10,637  89.8  583  1,161  99.1 

2,520  4,151  64.7  498  932  87.1 

10,894  19,740  81.2  825  1,442  74.8^ 


ALBEMARLE  AREA  76,461  129,469  69.3  784        1,308  66.8 

NORTH  CAROLINA        4,114,000        8,195,002  99.2  1,013        1,732  71.0 


Total    personal    income    in    the    area    grew    by    only    70    percent    fror 
1950    to     1962    contrasted    to    the    state's    growth    rate    of     100    percent. 
Per    capita    income    in    the    area    is    also    growing    at    a    slower    rate 
than    that    of    the    state.       Although    the    area's    per    capita    income 
is    about     70    percent    of    the    state's    average,     it    is     losing    ground 
and    falling    further    behind.       If    the    area    is    to    pull    its    income 
level    up    to    the    state-wide    average,     it    must    increase    its     income 
at    a    faster    rate    than    the    state. 
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Persons  With  Below  Subsistence  Level  Incomes 

According  to  the  definition  currently  in  vogue,  a  family 
with  an  annual  income  of  below  $3,000  is  said  to  be  living  in 
poverty„   As  can  be  seen  from  the  table  depicting  median  family 
incomes,  51  percent  of  the  families  in  the  Albemarle  Area  in 
1959  had  incomes  below  $3,000,   It  is  a  reasonable  guess  that 
most  of  these  families  still  hover  close  to  that  level, 

If  white  and  Negro  incomes  in  the  area  are  contrasted,  it 
can  be  quickly  seen  that  there  is  a  great  gap.   In  48  townships 
in  the  area,  white  per  capita  income  exceeds  $600  per  year.   But 
in  only  three  townships  does  the  Negro  per  capita  income  exceed 
that  figure.   In  35  townships  the  white  per  capita  income  exceeds 
$900  per  year,  but  there  are  no  townships  in  which  the  Negro 
population  reaches  this  figure^   Since  the  Negro  population  makes 
up  over  40  percent  of  the  area's  population,  it  must  be  concluded 
that  their  situation  in  the  economy  is  a  tragic  and  crippling 
one,  not  only  to  themselves,  but  to  the  area  as  a  whole.   It 
should  be  clear  that  If  the  area  is  to  advance  and  improve  its 
income  totals,  the  Negro  population  must  share  heavily  in  the 
advancement  0 
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EDUCATION  LEVELS  IN  THE  ALBEMARLE  AREA 
Levels  of  School  Attainment 

It  has  long  been  noted  that  there,  is  a  correlation  between 
the  level  of  an  individual's  education  and  the  amount  of  income  he 
receives.   Where  the  educational  level  has  tended  to  be  low, 
income  has  frequently  been  found  to  be  low  too0 

In  today's  technical  society,  good  education  and  training 
are  a  must  for  an  Individual  who  wishes  to  land  a  well  paying 
jobo   Future,  trends  point  conclusively  to  the  fact  that  a  more 
thorough  and  complete  education  will  be  needed  by  tomorrow's  job 
seeker  for  almost  every  job„ 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  in  the 
Albemarle  Area  in  1960  with  less  than  five  years  of  schooling,, 

TABLE  10  -  ADULTS  25  AND  OVER  WITH  LESS  THAN  5  YEARS  OF  SCHOOLING  ■ 
ALBEMARLE  AREA  -  1960 


County 

Number 

P. 
Total 

jrcent  of 
Population 

Camden 

515 

18o4 

Chowan 

1,135 

19„4 

Currituck 

729 

1908 

Dare 

505 

!4o6 

Gates 

1,041 

22o0 

Hyde 

640 

20o8 

Pasquotank 

2,227 

17*1 

Perquimans 

1,001 

21aO 

Tyrrell 

538 

2303 

Washington 

1,278 

20o0 

Albemarle  - 

krea 

9,609 

19o2 

North  Caro 

Una 

380,053 

1605 
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As  can  be  seen,  about  20  percent  of  the  adult  population  in 
the  area  over  25  years  of  age  has  less  than  a  fifth  grade  educa- 
tion.  It  is  inevitable  that  such  a  mass  of  under-educated  people 
in  the  area  would  act  as  a  drag  on  the  economy. 

The  following  table  shows  the  percentage  of  the  population 
25  years  and  older  in  1960  that  had  reached  various  educational 
levels  -  8th  grade  or  less,  high  school,  and  college,, 


TABLE  11  - 

EDUCATIONAL 

STATUS,  ALBEMARLE  AREA  - 

1960 

8  Years 

Comp leted 

Median 

or  Less 

High 

Comp leted 

Yrs.  of 

County 

Schoo ling 

School 

College 

School 

Camden 

62,6 

15,4 

2.5 

7.9 

Chowan 

58.2 

15.9 

5.1 

8.0 

Currituck 

57.5 

15.3 

3.6 

8,4 

Dare 

51,8 

17.6 

4.3 

8.9 

Gates 

60,4 

16,8 

4.5 

7.8 

Hyde 

61.2 

15,2 

4.0 

7,9 

Pasquotank 

50.5 

19.7 

5.1 

8.9 

Perquimans 

57.1 

16.6 

3,8 

8,0 

Tyrrell 

58.0 

12,7 

4.0 

7.8 

Washington 

58,2 

16,1 

3.9 

8.2 

ALBEMARLE  AREA 

56,2 

16.9 

4.3 

8,3 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

50.7 

18,9 

6.3 

8.9 

The  area  ranks  behind  the  state  in  all  measures  of  school 
attainment.   Careful  attention  should  be  given  to  any  program 
which  promises  to  help  the  area  boost  its  educational  level. 
Rapid  improvement  can  be  made  in  education,  but  it  requires  a 
willingness  to  change  old  ways  and  experiment,  in  addition  to  a 
heavy  outlay  of  funds. 
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Proportion  Enrolled  in  School 

Great  attention  is  being  given  today  to  the  problems  of 
school  dropouts  -  the  young  people  who  leave  school  before  they 
have  graduated.   The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  pro- 
portion of  dropouts  in  the  16  to  17  year  old  age  bracket  in  the 
area  in  1960o 

TABLE  12  -  16-17  YEAR-OLDS  NOT  ENROLLED  IN  SCHOOL  - 
ALBEMARLE  AREA  -  1960* 


County 

Number 

Percent 

Camden 

53 

24.8 

Chowan 

145 

32.1 

Currituck 

43 

16.9 

Dare 

40 

17.2 

Gates 

127 

30.2 

Hyde 

66 

30.3 

Pasquotank 

237 

27.0 

Perquimans 

65 

20.2 

Tyrrell 

47 

19,3 

Washington 

154 

23.7 

ALBEMARLE  AREA 

977 

26.1 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

44 

,295 

25.7 

*U0  So  Census  Data 

In  1960  the  drop  out  rate  for  the  area  was  slightly  higher 
than  for  the  state.   If  the  area  is  going  to  upgrade  its  levels 
of  education,  a  stronger  effort  must  be  made  to  hold  young 
people  in  the  school  system. 
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LABOR  FORCE  IN  THE  ALBEMARLE  AREA 


Emp loyment 


In    1960    there    were    30,754   persons    employed    in    the    Albemarle 
Area,    a    decline    of    1.5    percent    since    1950.       The    following    table 
shows    the    distribution    of    employment    by    industry    for    the    area    in 
1960. 


TABLE    13    -    EMPLOYMENT   DISTRIBUTION    -   ALBEMARLE  AREA    -    I960 


Distribution 

in  Percent 

of  Total 

,  1960 

Agri . ,  Forest , 

County 

Fish,  Mineral 

Manuf . 

Trade 

Service 

Other 

Total 

Camden 

28.0 

21,1 

14.4| 

18.8 

17.7 

1,698 

Chowan 

26.8 

19.3 

17.0 

20. a 

16.9 

4,050 

Currituck 

27.8 

14.5 

11.3 

18.9 

27.5 

2,051 

Dare 

15.8 

5.6 

17.8 

21.9 

38.9 

1,772 

Gates 

34i9 

26.3 

10.7 

15.7 

12.4 

2,760 

Hyde 

44.9 

10.3 

13.0 

15.1 

16.7 

1,686 

Pasquotank 

10.3 

21.5 

20.1 

24.5 

23.6 

8,472 

Perquimans 

33.3 

16.5 

18.2 

16.3 

15.7 

2,823 

Tyrrell 

27.7 

20.0 

16.5 

21.3 

14.5 

1,345 

Washington 

17.0 

37.3 

15.8 

17.1 

12.8 

4,088 

Albemarle  Area 

22.8 

21.2 

16.5 

19.9 

19.6 

30,745 

North  Carolina 

13.2 

31.7 

16.0 

19.5 

19.6 
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In  the  area,  one  worker  in  five  is  employed  in  extracting, 
growing,  or  processing  raw  materials,  about  one  in  five  is 
employed  in  manufacturing,  one  in  six  is  employed  in  wholesale 
or  retail  trade,  one  in  five  is  employed  in  providing  consumer 
services,  and  about  one  in  five  is  employed  in  some  other  mis- 
cellaneous category,,   These  proportions  compare  almost  exactly 
with  the  state  totals  except  for  the  first  two  categories. 
State-wide,  a  much  smaller  portion  of  the  work  force  is  employed 
in  agriculture  and  other  related  industries,  more  than  one-third 
less.   In  addition,  a  larger  portion  of  the  state's  work  force 
is  employed  in  manufacturing,  one-third  more  than  for  the  area. 

As  can  be  seen  in  the  following  table,  employment  in  agri- 
culture and  related  industries  has  declined  sharply,  both  in  the 
area  and  the  state. 


TABLE  14  -  PERCENTAGE  CHANGE  IN  EMPLOYMENT  - 
ALBEMARLE  AREA,  NORTH  CAROLINA  -  1960 


Percentage 

Change , 

1950  - 

1960 

Agric . ,  Forest , 
Fish,  Mineral 

Manuf . 

Trade 

Service 

Other 

Area 

N.  C. 

-30.8 
-42.4 

4.4 
24,5 

18.3 
22.8 

19.5 
30.0 

10.9 
32.6 

In  the  state,  total  employment  rose  by  about  10  percent 
during  the  period  from  1950  to  1960  because  the  persons  displaced 
from  agricultural  employment  found  jobs  in  other  industries.   On 
the  other  hand,  the  area's  total  employment  declined,  and  that 
decline  can  be  attributed  in  large  measure  in  the  failure  of 
other  industries  to  grow  fast  enough  to  absorb  those  who  left 
agriculture  and  related  industries,, 
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SUMMARY 

The  more  important  findings  of  this  study  are  listed  below? 

10   Although  the  total  population  of  the  area  has  remained 

static  for  the  past  20  years,  internal  shifts  are  taking 
place,,   Population  increases  are  occurring  in  the  urban 
centers  and  in  the  coastal  areas  proximate  to  the 
Norfolk  Metropolitan  Area0 

2o   The  rural-farm  population  is  continuing  to  decline  as 
agriculture  becomes  more  scientific  and  mechanized. 
Out-migration  has  been  heavy  for  over  50  yearso   In 
the  most  recent  decade,  1950-1960,  over  16,000  people 
migrated  from  the  arsa, 

3o   Fifty  percent  of  the  total  population  live  in  a  50  mile 
long  belt  stretching  from  Plymouth  to  Elizabeth  Cityc 
The  belt  contains  all  the  urban  areas  but  occupies 
only  ten  percent  of  the  total  land  area, 

4o   The  urban  population  in  1960  made  up  24  percent  of  the 
total,  rural  nonfarm  55  percent,  and  rural-farm  21 
percent.   The  urban  population  is  growing  slowly,  and 
the  total  rural  population  is  declining  slowly0   Mean- 
while, within  the  rural  population,  the  rural-farm 
sector  is  decreasing  rapidly,  about  50  percent  from 
1950  to  1960o   However,  during  the  same  period  the 
rural  nonfarm  population  increased  by  over  20  percent,, 

5 .,   Four  out  of  ten  people  in  the  area  are  nonwhite,  and 
the  proportion  is  expected  to  increase  slightly  in 
the  next  20  years, 

6,   In  recent  years  there  has  been  a  heavy  population  loss 
due  to  out-migration  among  people  in  the  20  to  39  age 
group.   Proportionately,  the  over  65  age  group  is 
growing  at  a  fast  rate,  and  the  under  20  age  group  is 
growing  at  a  modest  but  declining  rate, 

7a   In  1960  just  over  half  of  all  the  families  in  the  area 
earned  less  than  $3,000  and  could  be  classified  as 
living  in  poverty,  according  fo  present  definitions- 
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Recent  surveys  Indicate  that  progress  is  being  made 
slowly  in  upgrading  income  levels.   Less  than  five 
percent  of  all  families  earned  more  than  $10,000  in 
I960,   Per  capita  income  for  the  family  in  1962  was 
only  $1,300,  three-fourths  of  the  state-wide  figure. 
Twenty  percent  of  the  adult  population  25  years  old 
and  over  in  1960  had  less  than  five  years  schooling. 
Only  4,3  percent  of  the  adult  population  had  completed 
college,  and  the  median  years  of  school  completed  was 
8,3  years.   In  1960  one-fourth  of  all  16  and  17  year 
olds  were  not  enrolled  in  school. 

Total  area  employment  declined  by  1,5  percent  between 
1950  and  1960,  In  1960,  23  percent  of  the  work  force 
was  employed  in  agriculture,  forestry,  and  fisheries, 
a  decline  of  31  percent  compared  to  1950;  17  percent 
were  employed  in  trade,  a  gain  of  18  percent;  20  per- 
cent in  services,  a  gain  of  20  percent;  21  percent  in 
manufacturing,  a  gain  of  four  percent;  and  20  percent 
in  all  other  employment,  a  gain  of  eleven  percent. 


Cone  lus  ions 

No  one  in  the  Albemarle  Area  should  be  able  to  take  much 
comfort  from  the  findings  of  this  study.   The  quality  of  life 
in  any  area  is  determined  by  the  people  who  live  there.   There 
is  obviously  much  room  for  improvement  of  education,  employment 
opportunities,  wages,  and  living  standards  in  the  region.   If 
it  is  to  live  up  to  its  human  and  physical  development  potential 
many  changes  and  improvements  must  be  made. 

There  is  a  critical  need  to  expand  employment  opportunities 
in  the  area.   Unless  something  is  done,  continued  heavy  out- 
migration  will  persist,   New  industrial  growth  and  expansion  of 
existing  industries  can  provide  some  of  the  jobs  needed.   One 
of  the  best  opportunities,  however,  lies  in  greatly  increased 
development  of  the  area's  recreation  potential. 
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